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Process



2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

2015 2017 2019 2021 2023

UN GA
* = 11 guiding principles; mandate to work on “clarification, 
consideration and development of aspects of the normative and 
operational framework”

= no consensus for a report, almost no mandate for following years

*



Treaty, e.g. CCW 
Protocol

Political declaration, 
Code of Conduct, 
Best Practices,…
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Content



 difference between reports and discussions

 Human „something“, human-machine interaction
 Focus on platform
 Life cycle of a weapon system

 Not
 Cyber dimension
 AI by itself (just one enabling technology)
 Infrastructure or decision-support systems

Content



Challenges

8



 Some form of regulation

 Purpose & framework: compliance with international law, esp. IHL

 Consideration of ethics

 Human role at the center of considerations
 Design, development, use

 ensuring an appropriate level of human involvement throughout the life-cycle of 
the weapon system 

 human agency, human responsibility and accountability, legal weapons testing, risk 
minimization
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Commonalities
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Outcome



Elements of a Normative Framework: One Option
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Including:

Guiding principles

Requirements for design, 

development & use

Transparency/ verification

Reviews & advisory board

See e.g., The International Panel on the Regulation of Autonomous Weapons (2021), Building Blocks for a 
Regulation of LAWS and Human Control.
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